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America Votes &  
The Electoral College
The Presidential election 
is decided by the Electoral 
College not the popular 
vote. Candidates get the 
electoral votes in states 
they win. This means 
it is possible (and in 
fact has occurred four 
times) that the president 
could actually lose the 
popular vote but win the 
presidency because of the 
Electoral College.

In order to be elected president in 2012, the candidate has 
to amass over half the Electoral College votes (that would 
be 270 of the current 538 Electoral College votes). Below 
are the Electoral College votes for each state. The 2010 
Census required a redistribution of electoral votes among 
states as seen below. 

How are those votes calculated? Each state receives 
their votes in the Electoral College based on their total 
representation in Congress, which is based on population. 
For example, California has 53 House representatives  
and 2 senators. That allows it to cast 55 votes in the 
Electoral College.

Below are some other voting facts:
• Voter turnout has ranged from 51.7% to 62.2% over the 

last five presidential elections.

• In 2008, there were about 213 million eligible voters. 
From that about 132 million people actually voted (62.2%).

• In 1870, all male citizens who 
were 21 or older regardless of 
race or ethnic background were 
guaranteed the right to vote.

    
• In 1920, the 19th Amendment 

granted women 21 and older  
the right to vote.

     

     Location:	 Phone:� 	

	 Fax:�

     Email:� 	 Store Hours:�	

     Website:�    

“on election day, are you more likely to vote for the 
candidate who gives you a headache or the candidate 

who gives you a stomachache?”



Quotes of the Month uttered by that 
famous wit, Author Unknown:

“I’ve been shopping all my life and still have 
nothing to wear.”

“Oh, for the good old days when people would 
stop Christmas shopping when they ran  
out of money. “ 

“I shop like a bull - I charge everything! “ 

Author, Unknown  

Author, Unknown  

Author, Unknown  
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November contains some of the most significant days of 
the year for shoppers and sellers of goods and services 
all across America.

The Importance of November

• Black Friday: November 23. The term Black Friday 
(the day after Thanksgiving) is used because that’s 
allegedly when retailers make enough sales to put 
themselves “into the black ink.”

• Small Business Saturday: November 24. This is 
a day that spotlights the importance and impact of 
small businesses and encourages anyone making a 
purchase on that day to shop at one.

• Cyber Monday: November 26. Cyber Monday refers  
to the Monday immediately following Black Friday. It 
is the ceremonial start of the online holiday shopping 
season. “Cyber Monday” symbolizes a busy day 
for online retailers. (Black Friday is associated with 
traditional brick-and-mortar stores.)

The logic behind Cyber Monday is that people will return 
to their offices after the Black Friday weekend and make 
purchases online that they did not make in stores.

Showrooming
You may not have heard 
of this term but you 
might have done this 
activity. Showrooming 
and showcasing are 
words for examining merchandise in a store prior  
to actually buying it from an online competitor.

According to retail strategists, sales growth for Black 
Friday will not be huge but showcasing will increase.  
The actual purchases, however, will be made online.  
In fact, Cyber Monday sales are expected to soar in 
2012, with 51% of Americans saying they will be buying 
online this year.

FedEx recently forecasted a 13% increase in shipments 
for this holiday season mainly due to an expected jump 
in online spending. The US Postal Service is expected 
to handle 17.9 billion cards, letters and packages this 
holiday season.

Reduce your tasks and enjoy more of the richness of the 
season by having your packages wrapped and shipped 
at your local Postal Connections business. It also is 
the best place to drop off ready-to-go UPS & FedEx 
shipments. 
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